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Foundation Creation
After students have read the article about the 
intersection of art and science as seen through 
the eyes of Mark Parsons, encourage them 
to create their own Foundations images. 

Remind students that the Foundations series is a 
convergence of two visual systems: architectural 
drawings and a scientific rendering of molecules.  
In Mark’s case, the architectural plans are taken 
from medieval religious structures. The 
molecular drawings are representations of 
nucleotides—the primary components of DNA. 
A relationship is suggested through the formal 
interplay of the two systems of representation.

Ask students to create floorplans of a bedroom, a 
favorite workplace, the field where they play their 
favorite sport, or another place. If they are not 
confident with their drawing abilities, a computer 
rendering could be used. Advanced students can 
be asked to create their floorplans to scale. 
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1.	 “I wanted very much to learn to draw, for 
a reason that I kept to myself: I wanted to 
convey an emotion I have about the beauty 
of the world. It’s difficult to describe 
because it’s an emotion…. It’s a feeling of 
awe… which I felt could be communicated 
through a drawing to someone who had 
also had this emotion.” Artist or scientist?  
o Artist   o Scientist

2.	 “We live in a beautiful and orderly world, 
not in a chaos without norms, even though 
this is how it sometimes appears.” Artist 
or scientist?  o Artist   o Scientist

3.	 “The most beautiful experience we can 
have is the mysterious—the fundamental 
emotion which stands at the cradle of true 
art and true science.” Artist or scientist?  
o Artist   o Scientist

4.	 “The function of art is to disturb. Science 
reassures.” Artist or scientist?   
o Artist   o Scientist

5.	 “The big artist... keeps an eye on nature 
and steals her tools.” Artist or scientist?  
o Artist   o Scientist

6.	 “Art is the queen of all sciences 
communicating knowledge to all the 
generations of the world.” Artist or 
scientist?  o Artist   o Scientist

7.	 “Art is an outlet toward regions which are 
not ruled by time and space.” Artist or 
scientist?  o Artist   o Scientist

8.	 “Where we face [the world] as free beings 
admiring, asking and observing, there we 
enter the realm of Art and Science.” Artist 
or scientist?  o Artist   o Scientist

9.	 “Have young people ever been curious 
about the world around them? Do they ask 
questions? Do they investigate and learn? 
Then they are young scientists in search 
of answers, or they are young artists who 
enjoy speculating about the importance of 
the answers.” Artist or scientist?   
o Artist   o Scientist
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Artist or Scientist?
Sometimes great minds really do think alike. Below are some quotes by artists and scientists. 
Read them carefully, and see if you can figure out who’s who!

Check your answers with your teacher. How did you do? Now that you know who’s who, can you come 
up with your own quote about what art and science have in common? ___________________________	
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