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“When Carlos Simon joined the Kennedy Center, he had big ambition, insatiable curiosity, and 
a voracious hunger to write music across disciplines, making him a perfect fit for this position,” 
said Kennedy Center President Deborah Rutter. “It has been a great joy for all of us at the 
Kennedy Center to collaborate with Carlos and share in his artistic triumphs both here and on 
stages around the world. We are proud to give artists, especially artists like Carlos—whose 
works reflect the most salient issues of our time—a platform to share their voices. If you know 
Carlos,

/video/digital-stage/opera/2022/written-in-stone-it-all-falls-down/
/video/digital-stage/opera/2022/written-in-stone-it-all-falls-down/
/wno/home/2021-2022/written-in-stone/
https://youtu.be/HL7pDQ4BE_I?feature=shared
/social-impact/cartography/


/wno/home/2022-2023/passion-of-mary-cardwell-dawson/
/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/digital-programming/2021-2022/slopera/
/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/digital-programming/2021-2022/slopera/
/whats-on/explore-by-genre/young-audiences/2022-2023/ice-cream-truck/
/nso/home/2021-2022/noseda-ehnes/
/nso/home/2021-2022/nso-anthem-tchaikovskys-fifth-symphony/
/nso/home/2022-2023/nso-opening-night/
/nso/home/2022-2023/nso-noseda-bridges/
https://www.medici.tv/en/concerts/gianandrea-noseda-conducts-tchaikovsky-and-carlos-simon-world-premiere-jnai-bridges-national-symphony-orchestra


4 

 

Four Symphonic Works continues the legacy of the NSO’s rich recording history, which began in 
the 1940s. Under its own label the NSO has released a pairing of Copland’s Suite from Billy the 
Kid and Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, “From the New World;” George Walker: Five Sinfonias in 
September of 2023; and a complete Beethoven symphony cycle in 2024. For its achievement in 
performances and recordings, the NSO was nominated for the 2023 Gramophone Orchestra of 
the Year Award.    
 
Other Artistic Highlights 

 Simon wrote the theme music for the Kennedy Center Honors (2022 and 2023) and the 
Kennedy Center’s series on PBS, NEXT at the Kennedy Center. 

 Simon composed music for a new dance, From Other Suns, featuring 11 black dancers 
from historically white ballet companies as part of the Kennedy Center’s Reframing the 
Narrative. 

 
Performance History (Arranged by first performance) 
January 10, 2020 American Opera Initiative: Night Trip (WNO commission) 
April 5, 2021   Slopera! A Bite-Sized Opera (WNO commission) 
April 10, 2021  Elegy: A Cry from the Grave 
April 10, 2021  Fate Now Conquers 
April 10, 2021  This Land 
April 10, 2021  Portrait of a Queen 
April 10, 2021  Warmth of Other Suns 
September 3, 2021 The Block 
March 3, 2022  Tales—A Folklore Symphony 
March 5, 2022  Written in Stone: it all falls down (WNO commission) 
March 15, 2022  
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